at the Division of Endocrinology and Metabolism, Kanto Teishin Hospital, where he extended his expertise to diabetes, and published a well-known clinical study on the change in bone turnover markers in poorly controlled type 2 diabetic patients during rapid control of glucose metabolism.
In 1999, Ryo Okazaki was offered a staff position in the 3rd Department of Internal Medicine, Teikyo University. Ryo accepted to move to Teikyo University in Chiba as an Assistant Professor in April, 1999. He did a great job there to be promoted to an Associate Professor in 2004 and became a full Professor in 2007 under the new name of the institute, Teikyo University Chiba Medical Center. After that, he started many clinical studies in Chiba area, including studies demonstrating the importance of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease as a major cause for secondary osteoporosis in males.
He played an important role in the development of diagnostic criteria for rickets and osteomalacia in 2015, and a key role in the development and implementation of assessment criteria for vitamin D deficiency/insufficiency in Japan in 2017 as a member of the expert panel sponsored by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare of Japan, the Japanese Society for Bone and Mineral Research, and the Japan Endocrine Society. These criteria played an essential role for the approval of serum 25-hydroxyvitamin D measurement for rickets/osteomalacia and for osteoporosis in Japan.
He was recently elected as a Board Member of the Japan Osteoporosis Society and was expected to be among the next leaders in the field of bone and mineral research in Japan. Ryo was wonderful to work with, transmitting excitement and energy. Ryo was a man of great intellect and scholarship, and was loved by many friends and colleagues. He loved his wife Asami and is survived by Asami and their son Haru, to whom we convey the deepest sympathy from Ryo's many colleagues and friends.
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